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DO WOMEN IN SCOTLAND  
WANT ANOTHER  
INDEPENDENCE  
REFERENDUM? 

Questionnaire Overview 

The Scottish Women’s Convention  



Q.1 Do women in Scotland want  
another Independence Referendum? 

YES 

NO 

NOT SURE 

0%          10%         20%          30%        40%          50%        60%        70%          80%        90%       100% 

Overview 
The results of this survey question showed a large majority of respondents wanting another         
independence referendum in Scotland.  
 
A number of those who answered ‘Yes’ argued Scotland should be in control of its own future for 
their children and grandchildren’s sake. There were also comments arguing that we have seen   
significant constitutional change since the last one and that our situation within the EU had not 
been held up as they felt was promised. Individuals talked about feeling mistreated by               
Westminster and those currently in power at a UK level. Some claimed that continuing to deny  
giving this choice to the people of Scotland was unsustainable, with respondents also arguing that 
a referendum needs to happen to recognise Scotland’s best interests.  
 
On the other side, many of those who were against another independence referendum stated that 
we have already voted, the answer was no, and that everyone should respect this as a Democratic 
decision. Many individuals had felt the last referendum had been divisive and unpleasant, even 
within communities and families, with others stating that voters had been told this was a “once in a 
lifetime” event. A number of respondents discussed their feelings of uncertainty and instability.  
They reported that we do not yet know the impact of Brexit, or the economic consequences of                    
independence, and until this is clear, we should not be pushing for another vote.  
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Comments; 
“I’m a grassroots independence supporter and more and more women of all ages are     
giving their support . I see it in the marches and rallies.” 

“Respect the result of the previous one. Democracy doesn't always agree with the             

individual!” 

“100%. Independence is the route to a socially-just, gender-just society that's inclusive, fair 

and no one is left behind. We can create a wellbeing economy.” 

“Make sure we have as high a turnout at possible and make it ok to say either yes or no.  It 

is not ok to be scared to be on either side of the debate and not ok to feel too defeated to 
bother to vote.” 

“I have always believed that we are stronger together but this last year has shown how   
unfair this ‘union’ is for Scotland and I think Scotland should be given the choice of 

whether to remain or not.”  

“I obviously don't speak for women in Scotland but as an individual the last thing we need 
is the chaos and uncertainty of Brexit added to by chaos and uncertainty of another       
referendum. A lot more could be done with existing powers, use them to improve life in 

Scotland.” 

“Regardless of whether or not they want independence I think the majority of women do 

not want another referendum any time soon.”… 

“We've had one, if Indy ref 2 fails do we have Indy ref 3?” 

“There has been a material change in circumstances since the last independence            

referendum, but even before being taken out of the EU against the will of the Scottish    
voters the promises made by the UK leaders were false. There have been changes to long 

term agreements like when people retire and changes to Welfare and Pensions that have 
caused distress to many people. Scotland's MP's do not get to vote on everything even if it 
affects Scotland.” 

“Considering what has happened to Scotland since the last referendum, there are a lot of 
people who voted no last time who really want to vote yes this time around!” 

“It’s very divisive. Not only for the UK, but for communities and families within Scotland. 

The last one brought out the very worst in people!” 

“I want a referendum with clear alternatives (ie a plan) not a rerun of Brexit v2.” 
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Q.2 If yes, when? 

THIS YEAR 

NEXT YEAR 

NOT SURE 

0%          10%         20%          30%        40%          50%        60%        70%          80%        90%       100% 

Overview 
The results and comments of this second question showed that amongst those who support        
another independence referendum, opinions varied on the most appropriate timing.  
 
Those who want another referendum this year commented that sooner rather than later is best.  
Many noted that with momentum at its highest, if it was not followed through now, they may never 
get another opportunity. Respondents commented on the exhausting process, and that holding a 
referendum soon would give clarity and finalise the position. Again, respondents discussed being 
taken out of the EU against their will, and felt that a response now was to hold another vote for 
Scotland. A large amount of comments discussed timing as critical in this decision and its            
outcome. A number of comments focused on their impressions of Westminster’s impact on       
Scotland, feeling that these negative consequences gave ammunition for a second referendum.  
 
Just over 40% of respondents felt that a referendum should be held next year, later, or were        
unsure of a timescale further than 2020. The comments for these positions included a need to 
take time and ensure that clear, straightforward answers are available from politicians regarding 
the impact of independence. Individuals argued that, if granted a second referendum, they can’t 
waste the opportunity as there wouldn't be another chance. Many respondents discussed Brexit, 
with some saying it is best to delay until the full consequences of leaving the EU are established. 
On the other hand, a number of those surveyed felt that Scotland shouldn’t wait too long for all  
established relationships with Europe to finish. Finally, another group stated that the full fallout of 
Brexit would show those undecided that we need independence.  4 #s
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Comments; 
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“We need to prepare, have a solid plan, be prepared for the rotten tactics from             
Westminster. Most of all come together as a nation, stick to our guns, move forward. The 

time to have a referendum needs to be right but not wait too long or we may lose             
momentum.” 

“It’s time for the whole country to work together and show unity and strength in an ever 
increasing challenging world.” 

“I live in a housing scheme. People are struggling so much with Universal Credit.           
Westminster will only continue to hurt poor people by enacting policies designed to keep 

people down and the poor are unable to rally against them. We need a more hopeful,      
socially just and equal society.” 

“I am getting older all the time and I want my grandchildren and their children to have the 
benefit of an independent country.” 

“The sooner the better but I can wait until next year if it means having all the things we 

need to be independent in place.”  

“I'd like it as soon as possible personally. But I think seeing some of the fallout from Brexit 

first will increase people's preference for autonomy and self-determination, and so          
increase the likelihood of achieving independence.” 

“Soon! Within the next couple of years. I don't want to wait too long for our industry ties 
with the EU to become broken.” 

“I’m desperate for it but I know myself and others feel exhausted and depleted and if we 
get this wrong we won’t get another chance.” 

“End of next year - give time for arguments to be put forward truthfully for and against.  

Allow people to grow confident in their knowledge and opinion in order to be willing to 
vote either way. Also, a majority margin must be a rule of thumb, e.g. there must be a clear 
10% difference between yes and no for the referendum to be 'won', and there must at an     

electorate turnout minimum ( eg 69%) for the referendum to be 'won'.”  

“I think we have so much going on just now, it’s hard to say when would be best. I’m       

concerned about the rise of nationalism generally but I find it hard to fight the cause for 
the union in this climate.” 

“Whenever is right and legal, as we want it to be legitimate and internationally recognised.  

I don’t want this to go on and on. Let’s get it done!” 

“We need sufficient time to understand the consequences and how the Scottish              
Government would manage it. We were not really given reasonable information the last 
time.” 
 

 



Q.3 If not, why not? 

Overview 
The results and comments of the survey’s third question showed that amongst those who do not 

support another independence referendum, there were a number of clearly established areas of 

concern.  

 

A large number of these respondents repeated that the last referendum had been held under the 

premise of a ‘once in a lifetime’ event. Many individuals felt that the democratic decision from 2014 

should be respected and that there was no need to recreate the same event. One theme in the 

comments was based around concerns over the time and energy taken by a referendum, with      

people stating the Government needs to instead focus on current social and economic issues 

across the country.  

 

Responses also included references to Scotland’s historic place within the Union, with others     

discussing our strength in the current position and the risks in breaking this up, or isolating        

ourselves. Individuals felt that enough is already devolved to the Scottish Government, and that 

independence needs to be the right thing for the whole country, when at the moment they feel it is 

not. Comments were submitted regarding the financial uncertainty of this decision, with others 

again discussing the divisive and damaging nature of referendums within communities and        

families. Finally, another common theme throughout this part of the survey was around Brexit.  

Individuals felt that we need to wait and see what happens to the United Kingdom as a whole in 

the aftermath of EU Withdrawal. These respondents felt that it is only when things settle down that 

we will be better equipped to assess the impact of a potential independence vote.   
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Comments; 
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“I don’t think having a referendum really solves issues which are happening now like     
poverty, Brexit etc. If anything it’ll make things worse.” 

“Too many things uncertain for the future.” 

“My father is Scottish, my mother is English, I'm married to a Scot and my daughter’s       
father is Welsh, need I say more?” 

“The referendum was intended to be a once in a lifetime event. It is neither necessary or 
democratic to try to overturn the result which was the clear wish of 55% of the Scottish 

population.” 

“We have enough right now with Brexit. We don’t know how things will be. It is better to 
wait and see how things are. There is too much uncertainty right now. Also, I can't see 
what it is that Scottish Government want to do that they can’t do right now. Ref2 is an              

abscession rather than a necessity.” 

“Waste of time and energy. The country needs a government who will start running        
services properly, not more constitutional upheaval.” 

“We've had a vote on independence already and voted to remain as part of UK. The whole 
of the UK then voted to leave the EU. We should respect the outcome of these votes.” 

“Divisive and costs money that could be used on education or health.” 

“In the current state of the world we need to be joining together, not moving apart.” 

“I think an added layer of political administration and bureaucracy gives women another 

patriarchal layer to fight against and we’d be swapping one set of old boys rules for          
another.” 

“We said what we wanted in 2014 and now need to get on with solving the real issues in 
Scotland.” 

“We’ve had one recently and given Brexit etc., there has been enough turmoil of late. We 

need a period of stability now to determine the future. There is also a growing call for a 
federal UK system and we need to give that a chance. It is the best option now.” 

“The people have spoken. We were told this is a “once in a generation” referendum. The 
division and animosity spread by the last referendum has not healed yet.” 

“The last referendum was so divisive. I want our country to be focusing on stuff like         
improving public services, not on and on about the Constitution all the time. I also feel that 

we were promised it was once in a generation and the opinion polls have not moved at 
all.” 

“Whilst I would like a more devolved Parliament, I want to remain part of the UK.” 



Q.4 Is a simple Yes/No decision the right 
way to determine Scotland’s future? 

YES 

NO 

NOT SURE 

0%          10%         20%          30%        40%          50%        60%        70%          80%        90%       100% 

Overview 
The final question in our survey generated a wide variety of interesting, thought-provoking         
contributions with regards to the format and process of using a simple Yes/No question within an 
independence referendum.  
 
The majority of respondents supported this method of questioning. Many commented on ‘keeping 
it simple,’ providing a balanced question and not confusing the issue at hand. Others discussed 
that the only way to a fair vote is to keep the question the same as that used in 2014’s referendum, 
thus being able to compare equally with the last result. One individual asked, “What other way is 
there?” 
 
A number of compelling suggestions were made as to alternatives, or ways of extending the       
findings of a referendum beyond a Yes/No answer. A common proposal was to include a question 
about Scotland’s position in the EU.  Others suggested including a wider mix of questions to help 
understand feelings across the country on a number of subjects. They discussed the major and 
complex decision involved with a referendum, and how we need to work out a vote that reflects 
this. Some respondents looked at the numbers required for a majority vote to be accepted, with 
suggestions including a required 60/40 split, or making the result based on the entire number of 
people who can vote, not just those who actually show up on the day. There was also repeated   
discussions of federal systems being brought to Scotland as an alternative to determining           
Scotland’s future.   
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Comments; 
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 “I think a richer mix of questions and a consultation approach may be less divisive and  
allow assessment of feeling on some of the big social/ cultural/ political/ economic/       

language/climate issues to be gauged.” 

“There tends not to be sufficient information provided to enable people to make such an 
important choice.” 

“A referendum with a requirement for 85% or 90% turnout (100% would be better - could 
we borrow the census rules?) and with 80% or 85% in favour would give a compelling case 
for independence. An issue as important as this shouldn't be decided on a simple majority 

of whatever number turns out to vote.” 

“If there are rules about what's a majority, i.e. the majority is based on the number of    
people that can vote, not just those that show up. And if the implications of staying and   
going are fully explained in a nonpartisan way.” 

“It's a complex issue. The 2014 ref question was worded so badly.” 

“So many people are clear about what they want for Scotland and their home, but there 
are so many combinations of preference that people have. They have to all be heard and 

acknowledged. Yes or no, free from Westminster or Europe is not allowing a very big      
proportion of people to be heard and involved.” 

“Nothing less than independence will protect our country in the future. Definitely no other 
options should be on the ballot paper.” 

“Brexit was voted through by 29% of the population. Any referendum should be set out to 
ensure a majority eg two thirds majority or some other form of voting balance.” 

“Let’s involve people more in important policy decisions that affect them.”  

“I would like to propose an option for more powers to Scotland , i.e.: a federal system for 
all members of the union.” 

“Any other wording would be complicated and confusing.”  

“I don’t think we need to ask any question - let’s just get on with improving things.           
Constantly harping on about referendums means important issues like homelessness and 

healthcare are being ignored.” 

“That’s what’s referenda are. How else can people have their day?” 

“On the surface it seems the fairest way but there are so many variables to be taken into   

account. I do think that voting should be made mandatory though.” 

“Initially said Yes but opted for Not Sure as maybe we need to offer a federalism option. 

This would mean more work for independence campaigners to ensure that proper       
consideration is given to pros/cons etc.” 
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Thank You! 
The Scottish Women’s Convention would like to thank all of those who attended our    

Conference and  contributed to our evidence gathering through the Survey. We would   
also like to thank our speakers from the Debate for providing clear and informative         

arguments from both sides. The SWC will use all of the voices gathered to feed back to 
policy makers regarding this incredibly important topic.  

To find out more about the Conference, you can read our Conference Report which gives an    
overview of the day’s events, including speaker’s contributions and comments from the            

women attendees. 

 


