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BACKGROUND TO THE EVENT 

On 18th September 2014, people across the country will take to the polls to 
vote on the question: 
 
“Should Scotland be an independent country?” 
 
Since the announcement of the referendum on Scotland’s future, the SWC has 
consulted with women from a range of diverse backgrounds and geographical 
locations to ascertain their views on this historic vote.  
 
Throughout 2012 the SWC held roadshows in Aberdeen, Anstruther, Dumfries, 
Glenrothes, Islay, Motherwell, Paisley, Peterhead and Stranraer. Discussions 
in these areas focussed on whether women felt they had enough information 
to make an informed decision and use their vote.  
 
Overall, there was seen to be a general lack of information regarding the 2014 
referendum. More should have been made readily available for local people, 
i.e. having literature available from both campaigns at local community          
centres, schools, colleges, libraries etc. Having impartial information, without 
any party political bias, would also help women when it comes to making a          
decision regarding the referendum.  
 
During the 2013 roadshow programme, the SWC visited Kyle of Lochalsh, 
Breakish, Portree, Eyemouth, Haddington, Greenock and Livingston.                      
Conversations around the referendum in these areas centred on the kind of 
Scotland women want to see after the vote. These discussions explored issues 
in greater detail, with more information becoming available as both Better           
Together and Yes Scotland began to outline their visions for  Scotland’s future.  
 
The lack of concrete information on basic issues is making it very difficult for 
women to decide what kind of Scotland they want to see. At the moment, it 
seems to be that one side of the argument says one thing, the other side            
refutes it, but nothing is formally backed up. Women need more information 
from both Yes Scotland and Better Together, with more direct communication 
between voters and those campaigning.  
 
Making sure that young people have enough information about why they are 
voting and what they are voting on is vital. Many do not consider politics as 
something which is relevant to them and do not understand how much of their 
daily life is shaped at a Local, National and International political level.  
 
There needs to be more consideration of the impact of policies in rural areas. 
Policies created at Holyrood and Westminster are not “rural-proofed”.                   
Consideration of the impact of any decisions made should automatically have 
a rural dimension, particularly given the size of remote and super sparse               
areas of Scotland. More decisions should be made at local as well as national 
levels to ensure that policies do not adversely impact on certain communities. 
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While discussing the kind of Scotland they would like to see after the                    
referendum vote, women throughout the country made some important                 
statements, such as: 
 
“A fair Scotland.” 
 
“I want to see a Scotland where everyone is fundamentally safe, well and 
happy.” 
 
“We need to see a more positive, fairer and more equal Scotland, where         
communities look out for one another.” 
 
“Stop spending money to make us look better and start spending on things that 
matter.” 
 
“A happier, healthier country where there is equality for all.” 
 
“Whatever the outcome, Scotland needs to take steps towards becoming a 
fairer and more inclusive society across the Board.” 

The SWC organised this event in recognition that women from different 
backgrounds throughout Scotland have significant questions and issues 
around the forthcoming referendum. Women want to know how this          
historic decision will impact on them, their families and communities as 
a whole.  
 
The response for places at this event was overwhelming. A second              
conference has been organised for Saturday 29th March 2014 in           
Glasgow. 
 
The SWC is funded to engage with women throughout Scotland in order 
that their views might influence public policy. 
 
This is achieved in a number of different ways - through roadshow, 
round table, conference and celebratory events. Following each event a 
report is compiled and issued to women who attend and relevant policy 
and decision makers. 
 
The SWC uses the views of women to respond to Scottish and UK               
Government consultation papers. 
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“There has been a lot of talk over the past months about the Referendum and 
what it means for Scotland. But what does it mean for women? 
 
Women make up over 50% of Scotland’s population. But are the campaigns 
answering the questions which are important to our lives as well as that of our 
families and communities?  The answer we receive on a regular basis is no. 
 
The SWC roadshows take place every year in different locations throughout 
Scotland. Everywhere we go women have something to say about the           
Referendum – some positive, some not so positive. 
 
The one thing that emerges is that women feel disengaged from the debate. 
We are not being listened to. This is not good for women as individuals, for   
society and for Scotland.  Women are the backbone of many communities and 
know what needs to be done to see real change. 
 
There is a lack of relevant information to make an ‘informed’ decision on           
Scotland’s future. Women need the facts not jargon or spin. There are               
concerns around jobs, education, welfare benefits, childcare, transport to 
name a few. What will the future hold for our families – children, grandchildren. 
 
Different communities have different needs – women in rural Scotland feel      
particularly disadvantaged due to their location and lack of resources.                  
Decisions are made by those who do not appreciate rural life. 
 
That is why the SWC has arranged this event - to bring together women from 
throughout Scotland to ask the questions and, hopefully, get the answers they 
need.” 
 

Agnes Tolmie, SWC Chair 

Agnes is Chair of the Scottish Women’s Convention and has been an           
active campaigner in the women's movement for over thirty years. These 
campaigns include equal pay and women's representation in political and 
public life.  
  
During the 1990’s Agnes was involved with a coalition of women in          
Scotland for the establishment of a Scottish Parliament. She                   
campaigned with the STUC Women’s Committee for the 50/50 gender 
balance within the new Scottish Parliament.  
 
Agnes is a member of the STUC Women’s Committee and was Chair of 
the STUC Women’s Committee on three occasions. She is a past           
Commissioner of the Women's National Commission and current            
member of the Older Women’s Commission.  
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“Independence means - in short - that decisions about Scotland will be taken 
here in Scotland. It means that our Parliament will have responsibility for all 
aspects of our national life and not just those matters devolved to it by                  
Westminster. Decisions about the economy, welfare, taxation and whether or 
not we spend billions maintaining weapons of mass destruction on the Clyde, 
will be taken here in Scotland and not at Westminster. 
 
That principle - that decisions about Scotland are best taken in Scotland - has 
already been proven to work. We already take our own decisions on health, 
education and justice, and I'm sure that most people would agree that this 
has brought real benefits. 
 
Scotland has got what it takes to be independent. Scotland can be 'a                    
successful, independent country' - these are not my words; these are actual 
words used by David Cameron. Our white paper – Scotland’s Future – sets 
out clearly the relative strengths of Scotland’s economy and current financial 
position compared to the rest of the UK. 
 
An independent Scotland would be the 8th richest country in the OECD (the 
Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development). Even without 
North Sea oil and gas, our economic output per head is virtually identical to 
that of the UK as a whole.  
 
Our public services, pensions, benefits and tax credits are paid for by the 
taxes we pay. That is the situation now and it will be the situation after                
independence. 
 
The difference is that, with independence, we get access to all of our own         
resources and not just the proportion Westminster decides we should have. 
 

Nicola Sturgeon MSP 

Nicola Sturgeon was born in Irvine in 1970 and educated at Greenwood 
Academy. She studied law at the University of Glasgow, where she     
graduated with LLB (Hons) and Diploma in Legal Practice. 
 
Before entering the Scottish Parliament she worked as a solicitor in the 
Drumchapel Law and Money Advice Centre in Glasgow. 
 
She was elected MSP for Glasgow in 1999, and is now MSP for Glasgow 
Southside. Before being appointed Deputy First Minister and Cabinet   
Secretary for Health and Wellbeing after the May 2007 election she had 
been Shadow Minister for Education, Health & Community Care and             
Justice. She is currently Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for 
Infrastructure, Investment and Cities. 
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What are the benefits of voting Yes, of being in charge of our own               
affairs and making our own decisions? 
  
Firstly, a transformation in childcare. In Scotland’s Future we set out an            
ambitious plan to transform childcare. This is not just about improving the 
early education of our children, or helping families, important as these                
aspects are. It also an important economic policy. If we can raise female           
participation in the labour market to levels achieved in, for example, Sweden 
then, as well as a boost to general economic performance, we will raise an 
extra £700 million per year in tax revenue. 
 
With devolution we have been able to increase the amount of childcare               
available. But with independence we can go beyond this, and deliver our           
ambitious plan for the provision of free universal childcare for all children 
aged 1-5 - a policy that when fully implemented would save families up to 
£4,600 per child per year. 
 
At the moment Scotland receives a fixed budget from Westminster. We would 
not receive the increased tax revenues from more women in the workforce 
unless Westminster decides we should. The costs of providing increased       
childcare with devolution would have to be met from within a fixed budget               
– by cutting other services. With independence, the costs can be met initially 
by making different decisions and then because these increased tax revenues 
stay in Scotland and can be used to fund the policy for the long term.  
 
Secondly, we can take action to ensure that the lowest paid are treated fairly 
and that work is a route out of poverty. The fact is that many women work in 
low paid jobs. What we do with the minimum wage therefore really matters to 
the standard of living of women and their children. With independence, we 
can guarantee that the minimum wage will rise at least in line with inflation 
every year and not leave that to the whim of the government of the day. 
 
If the minimum wage had increased by inflation over the past five years, the 
lowest paid would be £600 a year better off than they are now. That's been 
the cost to the lowest paid of not taking these decisions ourselves. 
 
Thirdly, with independence, responsibility for equalities legislation will pass to 
the Scottish Parliament. Why does that matter? It will let us tackle, more           
effectively, the deep seated gender inequalities that still hold women back. 
The glass ceiling - while it might have some big cracks in it - is still firmly in 
place. With independence, we - and not Westminster - would be responsible 
for implementing the Equal Pay Act. 
 
We are still under-represented in the governance of companies and public 
authorities. A stronger voice for women at the top tables will help ensure that 
the policies that flow from these boards challenge inequality rather than            
perpetuate it.  We would take action, backed by legislation if necessary, to 
ensure that a clear target - I would argue at least 40% - of places on boards 
were occupied by women. 
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Fourthly, we could make sure the retirement age reflects Scottish                       
circumstances. Just a few years ago, women could expect to retire at 60. By 
2020, the retirement age for women will be 66. An increase of 6 years in just 
a decade. And, as things stand, young women entering the workforce today 
will likely to have to work until they are 70.  
 
Fifthly, independence for Scotland will allow us to protect the independence of 
women in the benefits system. Universal Credit is being introduced by the UK 
government as part of their so-called welfare reforms and will replace               
payments like working tax credit and child tax credit. Under Westminster's 
plans it will be paid in a single household payment. That will mean, in many 
cases, it will go to the man of the house. It's like going back in time to the 
'male breadwinner' notion of society and, in some households, it could lead to 
real hardship for women and children. Women - if they are the second earner 
in a house - will also lose their 'earnings disregard', the amount they are           
allowed to earn before losing benefit. 
 
We would reverse those changes, protect the right of individuals to receive 
payments in their own right and make sure women have the same incentives 
to work as men - all moves that will benefit women in particular. 
 
Lastly, independence will enable us to create more opportunities here in  
Scotland. Our economic policy is about making Scotland an attractive place to 
do business, so that we can create more jobs and opportunities and enable 
our young people to stay here. 
 
I've lost count of the number of women I've spoken to over the years with       
children - and grandchildren - living outside of Scotland, not because they 
want to, but because they can't get a job here. Giving ourselves control of the 
economic levers that other countries take for granted will help us level the 
playing field with places like London and create more opportunities here. 
 
So that's the choice we face. To put ourselves in the driving seat of our own 
destiny - with all the benefits that can bring for women, families, children and 
our future security - or leave the big decisions in the hands of others. 
 
We might not get this chance again. I hope we seize it with both hands by   
voting Yes.” 
 
The above is an excerpt of the key points of Ms Sturgeon’s speech. For the 
full text please visit https://www.snp.org/media-centre/news/2014/jan/sturgeon
-sets-out-gains-independence-women 

https://www.snp.org/media-centre/news/2014/jan/sturgeon-sets-out-gains-independence-women
https://www.snp.org/media-centre/news/2014/jan/sturgeon-sets-out-gains-independence-women
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“This is a unique moment in the history of our country. We are being asked to 
make a choice about the future of Scotland, and about the future of the whole 
of the United Kingdom.  It’s a big responsibility and one that we aren’t just                
taking for ourselves. We’re taking it for our children, our grandchildren and 
generations of Scots still to come.  
 
 

The Best of Both Worlds 

The debate here isn’t about whether or not Scotland could be an                     
independent country; it’s a debate about whether we should be an                  
independent country. Since 1999, here in Scotland we’ve had our own                   
Parliament, taking decisions on things that that really matter – like                  
hospitals, schools, homes and our justice system. We also have the benefit of 
being part of a bigger partnership inside the UK which allows us to pool              
resources and share risks, like we saw during the financial crisis.  
 
Being a member of the Scottish Parliament helped me to raise to the top of the 
agenda the things I’d been fighting for all of my political life. Better              
housing for my constituents in the East End of Glasgow. Improvements in our 
schools and hospitals. And, of course, women’s rights.  
 
For me, ‘the best of both worlds’ isn’t a slogan. It’s something I’ve seen work 
for Scotland time and again. When I was in charge of housing for the Scottish 
Government, we opened up funding for thousands of new homes when the UK 
Government took responsibility for Glasgow’s housing debt.  

Margaret Curran MP 

Margaret was elected to represent Glasgow Baillieston at the inception 
of the Scottish Parliament in 1999, and re-elected in 2003 and again in 
2007. Before becoming a Member of the Scottish Parliament, Margaret 
was a lecturer in community education at the University of Strathclyde 
and also spent time as a community worker based in Glasgow. 
 
As an MSP, Margaret held several posts including the Convener of the 
Housing, Social Justice & Voluntary Sector Committee and Deputy               
Minister for Social Justice. Under the leadership of Jack McConnell,   
Margaret served as Minister for Communities, and remained on the front 
bench as Shadow spokesperson for Health and Wellbeing. 
 
In May 2010, Margaret was elected as the Member of Parliament 
for the constituency of Glasgow East. Margaret was the Shadow Minister 
for Disabled People from Oct 2010 until Oct 2011. In Oct 2011 Margaret 
was promoted to the Shadow Cabinet as Shadow Secretary of State for 
Scotland.  Her political interests include welfare, child poverty, women’s 
issues and the Middle East.   
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When one of my constituents needed specialist treatment that wasn’t                 
available in Scotland, she was able to go to England and receive continuous 
treatment from some of the world’s leading surgeons.  
 
When the financial crisis hit in 2008, it was the UK Government that had the 
resources we needed to make sure people across Scotland didn’t see their 
savings put at risk. The UK Government spent £45 billion recapitalising RBS. 
The bank received a further £275 billion in state support. In total, this would 
have been 211% of Scotland’s GDP.   
 
By being part of the UK, we can have more jobs in Scotland and more             
customers in the UK market. We can have our Scottish NHS, which we can 
all take pride in and world-beating specialist treatment anywhere in the UK 
when you need it. And we can have over £1,000 higher spending than the 
rest of the UK and be able to decide what we do with it in our own Scottish 
Parliament.  
 
 

Winning for Women in the UK 

As women, we can look back on a history inside the UK which is one of              
increasing the rights and opportunities on offer, and then keeping them there. 
 
It was Labour women like Barbara Castle, Maria Fyfe and, more recently, 
Harriet Harman, who made the arguments on rights for women. They took 
tough decisions, fought tough battles and they won important victories. 
 
In the 1970s, Barbara Castle pushed through Equal Pay legislation to make 
sure that a woman couldn’t be paid less for doing the same job as a man. The 
Sex Discrimination Act meant that women the length and breadth of the UK 
no longer needed to tolerate discrimination in the workplace just because they 
were women. More recently, when Labour extended maternity leave it meant 
that women no longer had to choose between their work and their family. 
 
These changes altered women’s lives forever. How did we achieve these 
changes? We did it with women working together across the UK. Women in 
trade unions. Women in feminist organisations. Women in the workplace and 
women in politics.  
 
Don’t underestimate the effect of the changes that have taken place. From 
extending maternity pay to increasing maternity leave. Introducing the                
minimum wage and tax credits. Labour’s extension of paid maternity pay was 
worth £1,778 to every woman who took it up. Families in Scotland benefit to 
the tune of £2.6bn per year in working family and child tax credits. That is the 
union dividend for women.  
 
 

The White Paper 

We still have no answers on the currency, on Scotland’s membership of the 
European Union, and whether our pensions will be protected after                      
independence.  
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The currency in our pocket will ultimately determine the interest rate we pay 
and who controls it. If you’re trying to make ends meet and you’re balancing 
mortgage payments and energy bills, you have the right to know who will be 
setting your interest rates in a few years, and how they’re answerable to you. 
 
When you’re approaching retirement you want to know that your pension is 
secured and that you’ll get everything you’re owed. But the National                 
Association of Pension Funds say there is still a “wealth of unanswered        
questions” for the SNP.  
 
The biggest unanswered question for me when I read the white paper was 
“Where are women?”. In 650 pages we had space for the time zone, whether 
we’d be members of Eurovision and what the national anthem would be, but 
we had no ambition for women. One mention of equal pay and not a single 
mention of single parents. I see no sense of a fight for women.  
 
No suggestion of standing up to companies to extend maternity pay. No hint 
of action against firms who won’t get to grips with the gender pay gap. And 
absolutely no sense of standing up to vested interests to guarantee equal  
representation for women. 
 
 

Our Vision for Scotland’s Women 

We need to do much more to help women at work. We need to tackle low pay 
and push towards a living wage. We need to value part time work much more 
and ensure all women are fairly treated in the workplace. We also need to 
make sure that women get to play their full part in the society around them.  
 
We need to build on the brilliant 50:50 campaign that was led by the STUC 
Women’s Committee and empower women in communities. We need to         
support the women across Britain doing so much to highlight what’s                       
happening to women in the everyday sexism campaign and end, once and for 
all, the scandal of Page 3. 
 
We should implement the call of the TUC and legislate to make private              
companies publish their gender pay gap. We should drive companies towards 
the living wage, following the example of so much of the public sector. Labour 
would introduce ‘Make Work Pay’ contracts; raising the wages of tens of  
thousands of women in Scotland. We must end the practice that sees 5000 
women a year with no job to go back to after they return from maternity leave. 
We would compel companies to make reasonable adjustments for women  
returning to work after they’ve had a child.  
 
We can finish the work - by working together, pursuing radical policies, not 
weak promises. And by standing strong not just with women in Scotland but 
across the whole of the UK. We can win for women together.” 
 
Ms Curran’s full speech can be found here: http://www.twitlonger.com/show/
n_1s03dn0 

http://www.twitlonger.com/show/n_1s03dn0
http://www.twitlonger.com/show/n_1s03dn0
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The main focus of this event was the ‘Question Time’ style Q&A session. This 
gave women from throughout Scotland the opportunity to ask a panel of               
representatives from Yes Scotland and Better Together, including the                
politicians, questions around a number of issues.  

 
BETTER TOGETHER 

Susan Dalgety 
Susan Dalgety has enjoyed a varied career in the Scottish media, from editing 
Scotland’s foremost community newspaper to now delivering the Scotsman’s 
public policy events and writing trenchant comment pieces.   
 
She was chief writer for the Edinburgh Evening News before becoming chief 
press officer for Jack McConnell during most of his term as First Minister. And 
during the 1990s she was deputy leader of Edinburgh City Council.  
 
She also delivers active democracy projects in sub-Saharan Africa, and is 
currently preparing women candidates for Malawi's 2014 elections. And she is 
a very, very proud granny of three, with another on its way.  
 
Soriya Siddique 
Soriya Siddique is a Scottish Labour Councillor for Glasgow Southside            
Central. She is Chair of Children and Families Policy Development                        
Committee with an interest in education and science.  
 
Soryia specialised in and has achieved a PhD from the University of               
Strathclyde on Drug Delivery Systems for Cancer. She currently also lectures 
in further education. 
 
 

YES SCOTLAND 
Elaine C. Smith 
Elaine C. Smith is one of the entertainment industry’s most talented                      
performers. Elaine has worked regularly in radio, television, film and theatre 
for over 25 years. In 2012 she completed a major UK tour in the Susan Boyle 
story, I Dreamed a Dream, the show was critically acclaimed and nominated 
for a number of awards. 
 
She has starred in numerous TV comedy series such as City Lights and                
Naked Video but she is perhaps best known for her enduring portrayal of 
Mary Nesbitt in the BBC2 hit sitcom Rab C Nesbitt.  
 
Her theatre work is extensive having performed in all of Scotland’s major 
theatres. Some of her starring roles include commercial hits The Woman Who 
Cooked Her Husband, Little Voice, Two, and Shirley Valentine. She                    
appeared in the original UK tour of Calendar Girls going on to sell-out                    
success at the Noel Coward Theatre in London’s West End. 

Question and Answer Session 
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Elaine has her own production company, RPM Arts Ltd, producing theatre 
and television, including the series Elaine (BBC Scotland) and her hugely 
successful comedy stand-up shows Elaine with Attitude and Hormonally 
Driven. Her autobiography Nothing Like a Dame was published in 2009. 
 
In 2008 Elaine was awarded an honorary doctorate from Glasgow University, 
and also holds an honorary doctorate from Dundee University.   
 
Ruth Wishart 
Ruth Wishart is a journalist and broadcaster who has written extensively on 
current affairs with particular emphasis on social policy. Her columns have 
featured in The Herald, and The Scotsman and she has presented series on 
both Radio Scotland and Radio 4.  
 
She chairs the Dewar Arts Awards and is a board member of Creative              
Scotland. Glasgow born, she now lives in rural Argyll. Ruth has no party                
affiliation. 

“If Scotland becomes an independent country, how will the written  
constitution be created? Bearing in mind there has never been such a 
document in the UK - how will it be framed and who will write it?” 

Nicola Sturgeon (NS) 
Scotland would benefit greatly from a written constitution. At present, we are 
one of the few countries that do not have one. Politicians know that the             
constitution is not for them to draft, but “all sectors and aspects of                
society”. It will be up to the first elected Parliament in an independent              
Scotland to organise the constitution.  
 
“In essence, it will be a blank sheet which will decide the kind of country we 
want to see.” 
 
Susan Dalgety (SD) 
There is a danger that constitutions can say things which can be easily            
ignored. 
 
“A Women’s Claim of Right would be a much stronger document.” 
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“In the event of a successful YES vote in the referendum, what                 
guarantees are there that the fiscal and monetary arrangements,             
outlined by the SNP Government as being most likely to be negotiated, 
would allow higher social spending, maintaining universal provisions 
and improving the quality of services to the Scottish people?” 

NS 
At present, Scotland pays for all of the support and services we receive and 
benefit from. Independence would mean cutting out the ‘middle man’ and            
ensuring that spending choices are made here.  
 
“There’s no money fairy in London that sends resources to Scotland - on the 
contrary, we send money down there.” 
 
Scotland, like the rest of the UK, is currently in deficit, however the amount is 
slightly less than other parts of the country overall. Independence would allow 
spending and taxation to be fully controlled by the Scottish Government. 
 
“This would be much fairer - we wouldn't see large chunks of our resources  
siphoned off to give tax breaks to millionaires. We don't have to vote no               
because we rely on Westminster subsidies. That’s not the case.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MC 
“This question goes to the heart of the difficulties that many people have with 
the proposals by the SNP. It wouldn't be real independence because the Bank 
of England would continue to set interest rates.” 
 
Fiscal arrangements are really important. People want to know what currency 
will be used and this has not yet been confirmed. Scotland will never have   
complete monetary control as long as the currency used is governed by the 
Bank of England.  
 
NS 
“We have made it clear we will use the pound. Nothing can stop us from           
being part of the currency union. The proposal is perfectly legitimate.” 
 
If Scotland were to stop using the pound, there would be negative impacts. We 
would lose export revenue and put the value of sterling at risk. Businesses 
would have to pay out a lot in terms of currency transfer costs etc. 
 
SD 
“We need to have a civilised discussion. The debate isn’t about taking sides.” 
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NS 
There will be approximately the same number of civil service jobs in an               
independent Scotland. Staff who currently work for the UK Government and 
who transfer over will be afforded the same terms and conditions as current 
Scottish Government staff, such as no compulsory redundancies and the          
payment of a Living Wage. 
 
Ruth Wishart (RW) 
Civil servants “by and large do a good job”. The influx of ‘special advisors’,  
however, has cost a lot in terms of both money and resources. 
 
Margaret Curran (MC) 
There would be implications for the civil service staff based in Scotland who do 
“British jobs”, which must be borne in mind.  
 

The Labour Government made a contract in 1945 which would provide a fair 
tax system. The social aspect of this post-war agenda was created to ensure 
that “everyone looked after everyone else”. If Scotland were to become an        
independent country, there is a danger that this idea would be completely lost. 
 
RW 
“One of the most crucial fiscal arguments is that any mature nation should be 
able to raise and spend its own taxes the way it sees fit.” 
 
As an independent country, we would not over-reach ourselves, but be able to 
manage what we have. 
 
“Scotland is a rich country, but not a selfish rich country.” 
 
Soriya Siddique (SS) 
“At present, Scotland does have powers to control the economy, such as tax 
raising powers. So why aren’t we using them?” 
 
Elaine C. Smith (ECS) 
“I’m very tired of being told that Scotland is abandoning the post-war                  
consensus.” 
 
That is not the case - we are, in fact, desperately trying to hold onto it. As a 
country we have not deserted those values - most of those who have are in the 
city state of London or the South East of England.  
 
MC 
One of the fundamental arguments against independence is that all of our 
problems will be solved if we vote yes in September. We could do much more 
using the levers available at the moment and it would be very dangerous to 
break the alliance that we have between Scotland, England and Wales. 

“Under an independent Scotland, do you envisage more civil service 
jobs, less, or much the same? The pay structure is currently linked to 
Westminster rates - will this change?” 
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“As a young person intending to attend university in the coming years, 
can you guarantee that in an independent Scotland tuition fees will            
remain free and that the number of places will be retained for the most 
popular courses?” 

NS 
“This is one of the issues I feel most strongly about. If there had been tuition 
fees when I went to uni then I would not have been able to go. I have no right 
to pull that ladder up behind me.” 
 
The SNP fights tooth and nail to ensure tuition fees remain free for Scottish 
students. It has to be the case, however, that those from the rest of the UK pay 
to attend institutions here. 10% of English students coming to Scotland would 
take up 80% of all places here. 
 
“I don't want to see our young people crowded out.” 
 
MC 
“We do not need independence for this to happen - tuition fees will remain free 
so the SNP are just maintaining the status quo.” 
 
There are big issues with regards to further education at the moment,                   
particularly for those from disadvantaged backgrounds. A number of part-time 
courses have been cut. A significant majority of these were accessed by 
women. There needs to be an investment in this type of education, as well as 
university education. This will be beneficial for many women looking to re-train, 
up-skill or enter into employment.  
 
RW 
Women are falling out of further education because of personal economic 
standards. 
 
“Welfare cuts are biting hard and lots of women are finding it difficult to                
balance the books. Further education is a luxury for too many at the moment.” 
 
SD 
Young people in college are just as important as university students. They 
need to be considered and resources must be allocated to them as well. 
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NS 
“I don't think it should be a bargaining tool - I think we should just get rid of it.” 
 
Trident will have to be removed safely and it will not happen “overnight”. The 
SNP want to see the money currently spent on the weapon being used to build 
a fairer society. 
 
MC 
Moving Trident will not solve the problem of nuclear weapons. That would 
have to be done through international negotiations. Scotland would have to 
come out of NATO if we did not want to have any involvement with nuclear 
weapons. 
 
RW 
The majority of NATO countries are not nuclear therefore there would be no 
need to leave the alliance. 
 

ECS 
Negotiations over the removal of Trident “will not be easy”. However, it is fair to 
say that not many people think having the weapon on the Clyde is a good 
thing. There are no proposals from Westminster to get rid of it. A Yes vote is 
the only way to start the conversation. If we vote no then it will not go away. 
 
SS 
We have to consider how much it would cost to get rid of Trident, as well as 
the implications for the jobs that it brings. 

“If the vote on the referendum results in Scotland becoming an                   
independent country, can we be assured that the Trident missile will be 
removed, without political bargaining, and that Scotland will no longer 
host a weapon of mass destruction?” 

Scotland will need to be more strategic 
in defence. Fears now centre much 
more around terrorism and how much 
damage can be done with such a small 
arsenal of weapons. 
 
“Trident is yesterday’s weapon -              
nobody is going to send it into                  
Buchanan St underground in the event 
of a terrorist attack there.” 
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MC 
There is a lot of concern around the use of zero hours contracts, which are 
particularly damaging to young people, especially young women. Labour would 
introduce legislation “early doors” to outlaw the abuse of these contracts. 
 
Companies should have to publish information about what they pay men and 
women. The STUC and TUC have both published guidance to this effect, as 
well as information about other employment issues. 
 
“We need to seriously look at giving rights to part-time workers. That’s a new 
frontier of where we need to go with regards to employment, particularly for 
women.” 
 
NS 
Legislation is currently passing through the Scottish Parliament on public               
procurement, taken forward under the Ministerial responsibility for Cabinet 
Secretary for Infrastructure, Investment and Cities. This will ensure that any 
contractor working on behalf of the Scottish Government will be unable to use 
zero hours contracts.  
 
There needs to be a commitment in law that the minimum wage will rise at 
least in line with inflation. The Scottish Government pay all of its staff a living 
wage and would promote this to other organisations and private sector                   
employers.  
 
“Independence is not a magic wand. However, like anything, we’re more likely 
to be able to resolve employment issues if we have the power to do so.” 
 
RW 
“I am gobsmacked and demoralised that we’re still discussing Equal Pay over 
40 years after the legislation was passed.” 
 
It has become clear that Westminster do not prioritise the issue and do not 
plan to do anything about it. 
 
“If they did, they would have done it by now.” 

"Almost 50 per cent of women working in Scotland are part time, low 
paid workers.  Jobs created over the last few years are in industries 
where the average wage is less than £7.95 an hour.  Equal pay        
remains a pipe dream for many women.   

My concern is that this will remain the reality for women in Scotland 
unless a range of key equality issues are addressed. 

To the Yes Campaign, can I be assured that women’s participation 
and  equality in Scotland's labour market will improve if I vote YES? 

And to the Better Together Campaign, can I be assured that women's 
participation and equality in Scotland's labour market will improve if 
I vote NO in the referendum?" 
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N S 
“We won’t solve child poverty simply by becoming independent, but if we have 
the powers and use them properly then we can start to tackle the issue.” 
 
Westminster welfare reform measures will take another 100,000 children into 
poverty by 2020. However, if we become independent, we will have the              
p o w e r s  t o  t a c k l e  t h i s  a n d  “ d o  t h i n g s  d i f f e r e n t l y ” . 
 
“I want to see a Scotland where no child lives in poverty. We’ve got to make 
t h a t  h a p p e n . ” 
 
MC 
Too many children throughout Scotland are unable to reach their full potential 
because they live in conditions of poverty. Yet the SNP have taken £1bn out of 
poverty projects. 
 
“Everyone would agree that child poverty is a blight by which the rest of young 
people’s lives may be affected and shaped. Education, as well as decent pay, 
is the best route out.” 
 
NS 
Money was not taken out of poverty projects by the SNP Government, it was 
moved to Local Authorities for incorporation into their budgets. 
 
SS 
“There are children in the ward I represent as a councillor who are going to 
school with bedbug bites. We shouldn't have to wait for the referendum to 
come to a conclusion on this.” 
 

 
 

“How would you reply to critics who have stated that the SNP’s recent 
free school meals policy is an additional carrot to the stick of                       
independence, especially considering that children in Scotland will  
actually receive free school meals 6 months later than their English 
counterparts. Does this also suggest that children should be                      
self-sufficient once they reach Primary 4?” 

As education is one of the main 
routes out of poverty, more              
services and centres within            
communities to help enable and 
empower women would be             
welcomed.  
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NS 
“We need to do much more about this whether we’re independent or not.” 
 
Independence would, however, provide the tools through equality legislation 
that are not available at the moment. Women experience sexism and                     
harassment every day of the week. So much of it is so apparent that we don't 
even notice when it’s happening.      

“Is an independent or a united Scotland better equipped to combat  
everyday sexism and harassment for Scottish women and to change 
cultural attitudes in this respect?” 

SD 
There is an idea held by some that Scotland is very different to England, in that 
we have a stronger sense of social justice, believe in solidarity more than the 
English etc. This is not the case - the two countries are very similar and we are 
much better off if we all work together for the UK as a whole. 
 
NS 
“It’s not about turning our backs on anything or giving anything up.” 
 
It is quite common for people to have dual nationality between the UK and 
other countries. There is no reason that this will have to stop if we become an 
independent country.  
 
“National identity is a very personal thing.” 
 
 
MC 
“It seems bizarre that the Yes campaign want to be part of every alliance going 
apart from the one on our own doorstep.” 
 
There have to be negative implications with regards to identity and passports, 
as choosing to be independent suggests that we want to be separate and     
different. There will also be implications for immigration policies within               
Scotland and the UK. 
 
ECS 
There wouldn't necessarily be implications with regards to Border Control.            
Ireland is an example of a country with two different immigration laws yet no 
issues with border crossing.  

“I was born in England and still consider myself to be British English. I 
have lived in Scotland for 36 years. Will my nationality change in the 
case of a Yes vote? Also, would I have to give up my British                
passport?” 
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Closing Statements 

RUTH WISHART 
“We all want tomorrow’s Scotland to be a healthy, prosperous, outward looking 
nation where our children and grandchildren can prosper and fulfil their               
potential. I don’t need a succession of opinion polls for instance to let me know 
that people want to feel secure about employment and pensions and                
Scotland’s ability to balance its books. 
 
The odd thing is that this is one doubt not shared by the people who want to 
secure a NO vote in September.   
 
With one voice the people at the top of that campaign have confirmed that 
Scotland has the resources it needs for an independently run economy.  In a 
sense they have no choice but to say that: the figures are compelling even 
without the oil revenues. 
 
I have absolutely no fears about Scottish independence making us a poorer 
nation. Quite the reverse. Especially when we are able to make our own             
decisions on spending and taxation. 

MC 
It is really important that we challenge this. Campaigns such as Everyday   
Sexism and No More Page 3 are vital and have raised awareness to so many.  
 
“Sadly there is a presumption that women now have everything so what are 
they complaining about now?” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This attitude is just one example of the pernicious nature of what women have 
to put up with on a daily basis.” 
 
RW 
People take their cultural references from the top. If Government is seen to be 
trying to do something, then that’s a step in the right direction.   
 
SD 
50/50 representation is one of the ways to achieve greater equality. Women in 
positions of power as a matter of course can change the culture of a country. 

Harriet Harman MP has set up a 
Commission on Older Women,              
examining the impact of policy on 
women over the age of fifty. The 
Commission is also looking at the 
portrayal of women in the media.  
 
“It seems to be that women over 50 
on TV are seen as ‘past it’, whereas 
older men are ‘distinguished’.  
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Then there are those who say why change. Why change a system which 
works well.  Well, you know, I just don’t think it does work well. To an extent 
we’ve been protected by devolution from some of the worst decisions taken by 
the Westminster government.  We haven’t spent the last four years dismantling 
the NHS and tinkering endlessly with the school curriculum. 
 
More broadly, where the direction of travel in a UK context has been                 
profoundly wrong in my view has been in promoting policies which have               
resulted in a more and more unequal society. A world where people expect     
bonus payments of more money that most people would earn in the whole of 
their working lives. Bonus payments for turning up and doing the job for which 
they already earn eye watering sums of money.  
 
Meanwhile young people can’t afford to get on to the housing ladder, food 
banks have quadrupled, and people are penalised for the crime of living in a 
house with a spare bedroom. That’s not the world I want for tomorrow’s           
Scotland. 
 
The bedroom tax is the product of social security and welfare policies over 
which we have no control as a dependant nation. Every single study done tells 
us that unequal societies are broken societies - more prone to social unrest.   
 
People argue that we are all one big happy British family, why break it up. I 
find this difficult to understand. Why would Scotland being restored to full            
nationhood affect our friendships and ties with people living elsewhere?             
Norway and Sweden are distinctive small countries. They are still Scandinavia. 
They are still good and close neighbours. 
 
Countries like these, and like recent sovereign states such as the Czech             
Republic are proof that small states survive and thrive in an increasingly           
globalised world. Not because they are inward looking, but because they want 
to ensure they can pursue policies tailored to their own needs and aspirations. 
One size doesn’t fit all. That goes for everything from energy to immigration.                      
 
One of the reasons for the great social divides we see in 21

st
 century Britain is 

London becoming a huge power base draining energy from all the other             
constituent parts. It is effectively a city state in which it sometimes seems the 
only welcome migrants are overseas billionaires whose multi million pound                
properties have so skewed the housing market. Other parts of Britain can only 
dream of the massive sums poured into schemes like London crossrail, and 
the other huge infrastructure projects.  
 
I am voting yes for a better, fairer Scotland, not because I don’t care about 
people in Liverpool or Newcastle or Leeds who are also the victims of policies 
geared to already wealthy parts of the nation and wealthy individuals. The          
difference is that we in Scotland have been given a unique opportunity to do 
something concrete to build a better country and a better society.  A society 
where compassion is not a dirty word. 
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It can serve as an inspiration to our friends in the south; a modern                 
internationalist nation whose ambitions are not to buy vastly expensive virility 
symbols like Trident, or to live in an imperial past. A country comfortable in its 
own skin, excited by the prospect of revitalising our engineering skills through 
new wave power technology rather than blasting open the countryside and 
selling fracking contracts to foreign governments. A country which doesn’t 
watch unprecedented flooding and cut the budget to the environment agency. 
 
I feel greatly privileged to be alive in 2014, and given the chance to say Yes to 
a country I can be proud of and can help to shape. I owe that yes, that              
commitment, to the  young people who will inherit tomorrow’s Scotland.  So, 
friends, it’s really not that complicated. Join me. Just say YES!” 
 

 
SORIYA SIDDIQUE 

As the New Year arrived, we entered a historic year with the Referendum due 
in September 2014. People in Scotland will make a big political decision this 
year. Will they remain part of the United Kingdom or go it alone? 
 
People are united by common cause. Basic needs, irrespective of race,            
religion and nationality. Personal aspirations, job security, safety, home, health 
and equality super cedes boundaries and borders. The 21st century has seen 
the evolution of a generation which communicates via global social media, 
connected without boundaries. Resulting in a global community based on      
communication, common cause, interest and growth rather than based on    
borders and nations. 
 
Devolution offers a strong Scottish Parliament, delivering for Scotland.  
 
The Parliament has allowed us to determine distinctly Scottish solutions in           
areas like health and education. The Scottish Parliament has delivered for the 
people of Scotland and has led the way with ground breaking legislation. It has            
transformed our country and brought power closer to our communities.  
 
The result of a referendum does not solve the problems Scotland faces. 
The issues facing us are here and now. The Bedroom Tax is a startling                
example. The SNP claim that the only way to get rid of the bedroom tax is to 
vote for independence is wrong. As we know that steps can be taken to               
mitigate it now.  
 
In September 2014 we face a choice between two different roads: continuing 
the success of devolution within the UK or separation from the rest of the UK 
with all the risks and uncertainty it brings. With the political will, Scotland under 
devolution already has the power to improve our schools and optimise training. 
It can address the skills gap and gender equality. It can create jobs, address   
in-work poverty, tackle poor health as well as addressing fuel poverty, building 
more affordable homes, making childcare more affordable, reversing cuts to 
Council Tax Benefit and mitigating Welfare Reforms like the bedroom tax. 
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There are a variety of issues important to each of us, as a family or society. 
Naturally a concern is the impact of separation on our day to day lives, on  
Scotland and the United Kingdom. Poverty, inequality and welfare reform are 
key factors affecting daily lives, irrespective of borders and nationalism. Being 
part of the UK we benefit from being able to pool the risk and share our                
resources across far more people, which means that right across the UK            
everyone is guaranteed the same level of support.  
 
The UK is a mutual, multi-national, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural                              
country. Involving a solidarity of working people across, Scotland, England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland, based on pooling and sharing across the United 
Kingdom and targeting resources based on need. I am looking  forward to a 
future that is better together involving a thriving economy, globally competitive, 
robust, jobs, fairness, transparency and a socially just society with a strategy 
to tackle the cost of living crisis - 2014 is an ideal opportunity to discuss the 
future we want for Scotland and make a choice that will be positive for our lives 
and future generations.  
 
 

ELAINE C. SMITH 
I’m fortunate enough to have a nice car, a nice house and a bit of money. Yet 
just a quarter of a mile down the road from where I live, the average life              
expectancy for a man is just 57. Unless we have sovereignty, we don't have 
the power to change this. 
 
A Yes vote would allow us to open up conversations about issues such as tax 
raising powers. It would ensure that we have and keep control over our own 
spending. A Yes vote is the only way we can secure a just and fair Scotland.  
 
 

SUSAN DALGETY 
In a few week’s time my grand-daughter will be born.  I want her to grow up in 
a country where gender equality is right, not something politicians pay lip           
service to, and then ignore as they pursue their own narrow political agendas. I 
want her to grow up believing she can do anything. Become a scientist, or a 
hairdresser and nurse, like her mum or an electrician like her dad. Or like 
many of us, change her job and ambitions several times over her lifetime. Be a 
scientist and a hairdresser. And a mother too, if that is what she wants.  Even 
a politician. 
 
I want her mum and dad to feel secure economically, so that they can enjoy 
bringing up their wee girl, not spend sleepless nights worrying about how the 
cost of living is threatening their family’s future.  
 
I want her and her parents to benefit from good quality, affordable childcare – 
in the next few years, not ten years time by which time she will be need after 
school care, not nursery anyway. And I want her to enjoy the best of                 
everything that Scotland and the rest of the UK has to offer. Our culture and 
sporting life. Robert Burns and David Bowie, Andy Murray and Jessica Ennis. 
Sarah Millican and Elaine C Smith. 
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I want the NHS to protect her. It’s the one public service that marks the UK out 
from the rest of the world as a progressive society. It was forged by a Welsh 
miner, Nye Bevan, a man who understood that we are stronger together than 
we are apart. That together ordinary people, from Swansea to Stranraer, can 
achieve miracles, like a national health service. 
 
Scotland’s NHS is an amazing public service. It saved my son’s life. But the 
medical research that underpins our NHS is UK wide, Scotland’s NHS would 
be so much weaker without access to that research or the specialist services 
in England that are ours by right just now.  
 
When she grows up I want her to be free to choose live in Stoke, where her 
granddad comes from, or Edinburgh where we live now. Or New York. Or          
Johannesburg. Even London. I don’t want her ambitions shackled by artificial 
borders. And definitely not borders that would separate her from her family in 
Northern Ireland and the North of England. 
 
I would definitely prefer if she lived in a Tory free country, which is why I will be 
campaigning to rid the UK of the Tory-Lib Dem coalition government next year. 
I want her to grow up in the United Kingdom. Because like me, like most of us, 
she will be Scottish and she will be a wee bit British. 
 
Over the next few months, all of us will be bombarded by facts and figures 
from both sides, desperate to prove their case. I have the White Paper at 
home. It is a fascinating mix of civil service policy briefings and political            
wishful thinking. It is not a blueprint for a secure, successful independent state.  
 
I hope the Labour Party will produce their vision for Scotland’s future, for my 
granddaughter’s future. I am sure they will. But for my grand-daughter, my       
vision is very simple. I want her to be proudly Scottish.  And feel a sense of         
belonging to something bigger too, of belonging to the United Kingdom, the 
most successful political, social, cultural and economic union the world has 
seen. We are better together. 


